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From:  Jamie Kirk, Kirk Consulting  

RE:    February 11, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting 

Item 8 - Merrill DRC 2014-00004 

Applicant Proposed Modifications to the Findings and Conditions 

 

Below you will find applicant proposed modifications to the Findings and Conditions of 

Approval for the Merrill Conditional Use Permit.  The proposed modifications include 

the following: 

 Added Finding H to address the comments received from the Department of 

Conservation.   

 Condition modifications include the following: 

o Adding one additional year to the timeframes for the two phases 

o Clarification regarding outdoor amplified sound, including the 

appropriate Land Use Ordinance Section reference(s) 

o Removal of the condition requiring the existing Vacation Rental license be 

abandoned.   

 

Added Finding H: 

 

H. Williamson Act: 

The proposed project will re-affirm the approval for the conversion of two 2,700 

sq.ft. buildings to ag processing uses, extend the time frame for previously 

approved ag processing uses, and allow a limited increase to the existing special 

event program.  The uses will be contained within the existing development 

envelope and will not result in the conversion of lands in production agriculture.  

The primary use on-site will be the processing of on and off-site grapes into 

wine. 

 

Ag proIessiﾐg uses, iﾐIludiﾐg speIial e┗eﾐts, are allo┘ed as けagriIultural aﾐd 

IoﾏpatiHle usesげ Hy TaHle 2 of the SLO Couﾐty ‘ules of ProIedure to Iﾏpleﾏeﾐt 
the Land Conservation Act of 1965.  The project will not compromise the long 

term productive agricultural capability of the contracted land.  The project will 

not impair current of foreseeable agricultural operations on the property.  The 

project will not result in the significant removal of on-site or off-site ag uses.   

Therefore, the project complies with the intent of the Laird Bill, as the primary 

use is and will remain agriculture. 
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Condition Revisions: 

 

Condition 1: Timeframes amended to allow 5 years and 10 years respectively from 

approval date 

 
1.A.  Phase I:  To be vested by 20210 in accordance with Condition 37. 

 

1.B.  Phase II:  To be vested by 20265 in accordance with Condition 37. 

 

 

Condition 2: Condition should be amended to reflect that outdoor amplified music is 

allowed between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and reference the maximum dB 

at property line contained in LUO Section 22.30.070.D.2.i.3.  

   

2.  This approval authorizes 25 special events for no more than 200 attendees in 

addition to the wine industry wide events.  Outdoor Aamplified music past 5:00 p.m 

between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. . is permitted subject to Conditions 48-

5049.  Maximum noise levels shall not exceed 65 decibels as measured at the property 

line. 

 
Conditions 48-49 referenced above reflect renumbering if original condition 48 is removed.  

 

Condition 48: This condition should be removed as it is confusing in that it attempts to 

blend the noise modification provisions from the Winery portion of the Land Use 

Ordinance and the basic provisions of the Chapter 3 standards for Exterior Noise Levels. 

Section 22.30.070.D.2.i.3 is the appropriate standard to reference. 

  

 

Condition 59: This condition should be removed. The existing Vacation Rental on the 

property was properly licensed and legally established on March 14, 2014.  A Zoning 

Clearance for the Vacation Rental was issued (ZON 2013-00514).  There have been no 

changes to the County Land Use Ordinance or the County’s Rules of Procedure relating to 
Vacation Rentals since the Zoning Clearance and Business Licenses were issued.  A Draft 

Inland Vacation Rental Ordinance is currently being circulated for public review.  The 

Draft Inland Vacation Rental Ordinance proposes prohibiting the establishment of 

Vacation Rentals on Williamson Act properties.  This project should not, as a part of this 

use permit, be conditioned to not allow the license to be renewed.  The project should be 

subject to the provisions of the future Inland Vacation Rental Ordinance, when, and if, it 

is adopted.  

   
















